Bio for Coty Pinckney


Coty Pinckney grew up in suburban Washington, DC, attending Plymouth Haven Baptist Church. He was baptized as a ten year old and active in leadership of the youth group. After three years at Davidson College, where he majored in math, Coty took time off to teach high school in Kenya. The experience of living in a poor, rural area in Africa sparked an interest in doing something about the economic conditions that create poverty. He thus shifted focus from math to economics, entering the PhD program at Stanford’s Food Research Institute in 1979. He and Beth DuBose – a fellow Davidson student – married that same year. In 1981 they returned to Kenya for what they anticipated would be nine months of dissertation research. The Lord had other plans in mind, keeping them in Kenya for three years. During this time, God used serious marriage problems to humble them, to bring them to their knees in seeing their own sinfulness and desperate need of God’s saving and sustaining grace. Through the ministries of Nairobi Baptist Church, they both grew rapidly in the Lord during the remainder of their time in Kenya. Also at this time, God gave them the first of their six children, Erin, and gave them the conviction to become a homeschooling family (the children are Erin (17), Jonathan (14), Thomas (12), Andrew (10), Matthew (8), and Joel (6)). 

The Pinckneys returned to Stanford in 1985 to complete the doctorate, and sat under the solid expository preaching of Ray Stedman and other pastors at Peninsula Bible Church. During the next three years, Coty worked with an economics research institute based in Washington, but traveled extensively to South Asia and Africa. Coty and Beth returned to Plymouth Haven, where he was ordained as a deacon in 1987; in 1988 they became some of the founding members of Good News Baptist Church. The family moved to Williamstown, Massachusetts in 1989, where Coty joined the economics department of Williams College. Over the next 11 years, he assumed a variety of administrative responsibilities in the college’s Center for Development Economics (which offers a Masters degree aimed at economists from developing countries). As Dean in the late nineties, he traveled to more than 15 countries in Asia, Africa, and Latin America while representing the Center.

From the beginning of their stay in Williamstown, the Pinckneys were active in Community Bible Church. Recognizing a teaching gift from his participation in small group Bible studies, the elders asked Coty first to lead small groups and adult Sunday School and then, in August 1990, to join the preaching team. When the family returned to Kenya for the 1991/92 school year, Coty went five months without preaching. Here, for the first time, he felt a burning passion to preach, a passion he could not stifle. He then had the great privilege of preaching several times in his “home church,” Nairobi Baptist.

The Pinckneys expected to move to Cornell University in the summer of 1995, but God closed that door at the last minute, causing Coty and Beth considerable puzzlement. Then the elder who was responsible for about half of the preaching at Community Bible suddenly died of a heart attack at age 52. The church asked Coty to increase his preaching responsibilities significantly, and then recognized his calling as elder shortly thereafter. In recent years he has been preaching about 18 times per year, including expository series on Mark and Leviticus.

Coty saw the potential of the internet for ministry early on, and created a web page in 1995. Beginning in late 1997, he felt called to post every subsequent sermon he preached on the web. The site, www.expository.org, now receives hundreds of hits per day. Beginning in late 1999, Coty felt called to begin an email list to encourage pastors to live up to their high call of heralding God’s word. The Expositor’s Quote of the Week now reaches more than 600 readers each Wednesday. 

Since 1994, Coty has wrestled with his sense of calling. Unquestionably he was called to preach; but was he to continue as a “tentmaker,” working as an economist and preaching as asked and as time allowed? Or was his call to full-time ministry? He prayed much over these words of Martyn Lloyd-Jones: “The only man who is called to preach is the man who cannot do anything else. . . . This call to preach is so put upon him, and such pressure comes to bear upon him that he says, ‘I can do nothing else, I must preach.’” After attending the Pastors Conference at Bethlehem Baptist Church in February, 2000, Coty finally came to the point where he could do nothing else. 

Coty is devoting the 2000/01 school year to learning how to be a more effective pastor and preacher, through studies and an internship. With two decades of scholarly research behind him, Coty felt prepared to handle the reading and studying necessary to fill in the gaps in his education; he developed a syllabus including language study, church history, and theology. But to be an effective pastor, he also desired the wisdom gained from being intimately involved with experienced, godly leaders of a fine church. 

Where to do this? The first choice was obvious: Bethlehem Baptist in Minneapolis, where John Piper is the senior pastor. In the last four years, Piper’s writings have had a major impact on Coty’s thought and understanding of ministry. At this point, John has influenced Coty more than any other living preacher or theologian: his emphasis on the supremacy of God in all things, his delight in God, his joy in ministry, his passion for preaching, his earnestness in the pulpit, his careful and detailed Bible study.

Coty spent December to February at Bethlehem Baptist tapping the brains of experienced pastors and elders, watching them individually and corporately model the lives of servant-leaders. He learned much, continuing serious language study while experiencing life in an active church body, seeing how godly elders make decisions, deal with differences, and cast a vision for the congregation; seeing a God-honoring, family-involving youth ministry in practice; witnessing first hand a God-centered children’s ministry; and sitting under great preaching. Coty returned to Massachusetts in March, and is continuing his studies through June. He is praying for the Lord’s guidance and direction so that he can live his life most to God’s glory, for the joy of all peoples. 

